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Reading Comprehension The Value of
Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing the best choice (1), (2), Knowledge
(3), or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet. slesl b
Writing
WGV slaaio

Passage 1

Paper was invented by the Chinese in the first century. The art of paper—-making took seven hundred
years to reach the Muslim world and another seven hundred years to get to Britain (via Spain, Southern
France and Germany). Most paper is made from wood. When trees are cut down, they are transported to
paper mills. Here they are cut up and the wood is broken up into fibers which are mixed with water and
chemicals. This mixture is then dried and made into paper.

Paper—-making is an important British industry, and paper from Britain is exported to Australia,
South Africa and many other countries. Some of the wood used in the British paper-making industry
comes from trees grown in Britain, but wood is also imported from other countries such as Norway. One
tree is needed for every four hundred copies of a typical forty—page newspaper. If half the adults in

Britain each buy one daily paper, this uses up over forty thousand trees a day. Trees are being cut
down faster than they are being replaced, so there may be a serious paper shortage in the near future.

11- The pronoun “they” in line 4 refersto ... .

1) fibers 2) trees 3) chemicals 4) paper mills
12- The material used in making paper consists of chemicals, ... .

1) water and mixture 2) mixture and fibers 3) fibers and water 4) water and dried wood
13- The underlined word “transported” in line 3 is closest in meaning to ... .

1) made 2) cut 3) broken 4) moved

14- According to the passage, it is TRUE that ... .
1) Norway exports wood to Britain
2) every adult in Britain buys two daily papers
3) Britain will export paper in the near future

4) paper—-making was common in Britain in the 7th century
Passage 2

Which is the most difficult language to learn? Well, it’s not easy to answer because there are many factors
to take into consideration. A native speaker of Spanish, for example, will find Portuguese much easier to learn
than a native speaker of Chinese, for instance, because Portuguese is very similar to Spanish, while Chinese is
very different, so first language can affect learning a second language. The greater the differences between the
second language and our first, the harder it will be to learn. Many people answer that Chinese is the hardest
language to learn, possibly influenced by the thought of learning the Chinese writing system, and the
pronunciation of Chinese does appear to be very difficult for many foreign learners. However, for Japanese
speakers, who already use Chinese characters in their own language, learning writing will be less difficult than
for speakers of languages using the Roman alphabet.

Teachers and the conditions in which the language is learned also play an important role, as well as each
learner’s interest for learning. If people learn a language because they need to use it professionally, they often
learn it faster than people studying a language that has no direct use in their day-to-day life.
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15-How hard a language is to learn depends on ... .

1) just huge challenges different learners are faced with 2) whether it is Chinese or Portuguese

3) how similar it is to one’s mother tongue 4) how long it takes to master pronunciation
16-Which sentence is NOT true according to the passage?

1) Learning Portuguese is much easier than Chinese.

2) Teachers play an important role in learning a language.

3) The reason behind learning a language can quicken the pace of learning.

4) Having to learn a new writing system makes a language harder to learn.

17-The best topic for the passage would be “...” .

1) Chinese against Portuguese 2) Learning a Language
3) Different Writing Systems 4) The Hardest Language
Passage 3

A computer is a machine which processes data according to a list of instructions. At first, computers were
big, costly, and available only in universities and big corporations. Early electronic computers were the size of a
large room, consuming as much power as several hundred modern personal computers. In the 1980s, however,
small computers started to become available.

Today, simple computers may be made small enough to fit into a wrist-watch and be powered from a

watch battery. Personal computers, or PCs, in various forms are symbols of the information age and are what

most people think of as “a computer”. However, the most common form of computer in use today is by far the
embedded computer. Embedded computers are small, simple devices that are often used to control other
devices; for example, they may be found in machines ranging from fighter aircrafts to industrial robots, digital

cameras, and even children’s toys.

18- Which of the following is TRUE according to the passage?
1) Personal computers are small enough to fit into a watch.
2) Embedded computers are symbols of the information age.
3) Modern computers need much more electricity than old ones.

4) Most people think of PCs as what a computer looks like.

19- Which of the following could be put in place of the word “various” in paragraph 2 without a change in

meaning?
1) different 2) giant
3) basic 4) final

20- How many words have been defined in the passage by the writer?
1 2)2
3)3 4)4
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